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I don't expect complete unity between Hindus and Mussal-
mans, I expect workable unity to get swaraj either today or a
hundred years after. This workable unity must be established.
This unity does not mean extraction of some power from the Gov-
ernment.

As to the meaning of untouchability, Mahatmaji said:

Untouchability is a question of sanitation. If a man is sani-
tarily clean, I can not only take water from his hands, but allow
him to cook my meal; but that is not inter-dining. If a man
takes meal from my plate, I call that inter-dining. I don't even
allow my wife to share my food from my plate. As a Hindu
wife, she often wishes to do it. But, as I don't always swallow
everything of Hinduism, I decline to do this.

Amrita Bazar Patrika,  17-5-1925

56.   INTERVIEW WITH A FRIEND

[After May 15, 192J]

We are repeating our past mistakes, Mahatmaji, he said, in 1905-1908
we built a house of cards which broke down no sooner than it was put up
and we are in for the same thing now.

You compare the earlier swadeshi agitation with the pre-
sent? You forget that we have no fireworks now, but only quiet

work.

*
I know it, sir, but there is no organization.

Pardon me, you are ignorant of the state of things. Do you
know that we have the best organizations in Bengal, Tamilnad
and Gujarat for example? You think institutions like the Khadi
Pratishthan and Abhoy Ashram, Comilla, are going to die?

But how will they go on? We are living on subsistence allowance and
asking our young men to do with less. How long can it go on?

How long? Why, our whole history is replete with it. You
think our young men have no grit? They have gone to their work
with eyes open and they are not going to give it up, whatever
happens. The Abhoy Ashram, which I saw a few days ago, is situ-
ated on a beautiful spot; they have got clean nice little huts, a
beautiful tank and a plot of land. They cook their own food, do
their own scavenging and make both ends meet from the proceeds
of a hospital. Dr. Suresh is no child, he knows his business and